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Overview and goals

' Modern hyper-
Long history of polarized media
sexist, racist ecosystem.
coverage of women
candidates and
candidates of color.




Historical patterns of bias

Women candidates receive less coverage than their male counterparts (Falk, 2010; Aday & Devitt, 2001).

Coverage of women candidates tends to focus on their physical appearance, family lives and personality
traits as opposed to their campaigns or policy issues (Devitt, 2002; Kahn, 1994; Meeks, 2013).

Women candidates are often sexualized. In other cases, they are vilified for embracing traditionally
masculine leadership qualities (Carlin & Winfrey, 2009).

When women of color seek elected office, the coverage they receive is especially problematic (Gershon,
2012; Ward, 2017), reflecting Crenshaw’s (1989) concept of intersectionality.

News coverage of Black women tends to perpetuate damaging stereotypes including those that portray
them as hypersexual or emasculating (Meyers, 2013).



Tools and time period

Biden announces Harris
as his running mate

I Apr 30, 2021

Aug 19, 2020
100th day of the
Biden/Harris administration
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Bias score of 'news' domains tweeted by at least 200 unique people
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Partisan Media
Collections

e Media sourced from a Twitter panel

linked to voter registration records

e Bias score computed based on the

ratio of sharing volume

e 5 partisan collections of online news

sources created



1 - Discovery

Media Cloud
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N——  Query for matching stories
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Reddit

PushShift.ioa Submissions

Query for matches - Extract shared URLS

Query for search results

Ingest CSV with URLs and metadata
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Analysis

2 - Spidering

3 - Story Processing

HTML Content

Extract links from HTML

Linked URLs

- Save ks & outinks

Date Guesser
Save guessed publication date

Extract platform metadata
from discover process

Find potential publication dates D

Original Content

D Save In-corpus share counts

Candidate URLs
Linked URLs
Add new URLs _|—|
Extract links
Deduplicate by
normalizing URLs ] from HTML
Candidate URLs HTML Content
Fotch content
from URL Deduplicate
based on title
HTML Content HTML Content
—
Filtor for relevancy
based on keywords

4 - Versioned Snapshot Generation

Facebook
Text Content Send a canonical URL Save global share counts
[ p—
Extract content
from HTML CLIFF-CLAVIN
Send full toxt G Tag story with entities
NYT Theme Detector
Send full toxt Tag story with Theme

Identify publisher (URL-based)

Media Cloud

Extract media metadata

Topic Story &
Metadata Corpus

Group stories and Analyze links
links by week & between stories
month and associaled
melrics
Topic Timespans Network Maps

O 9%

Evaluate user's Group staries
sublopic creation based on
crilena platform they

were discovered
on

User-Defined System-Created
Subtopics Subtopics

Aggregate
URL-sharing
metrics by story
and media source

Topic-Level
Influence Metrics



There were stark
differences in the volume

and type of coverage
Harris received.



Volume of coverage by quintile
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Topics by quintile

B Sources Tweeted Mostly by Democratic Voters [ Sources Tweeted Somewhat More by Democratic Voters
[l Sources Tweeted Evenly by Republican/ Democratic Voters
B Sources Tweeted Somewhat More by Republican Voters [} Sources Tweeted Mostly by Republican Voters
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Willie Brown Harris-Biden Fweedom and MLK Kwanzaa Cackling
Administration




History repeats,
especially on the far
right.

Example #1:
Willie Brown and
hypersexualization

Independent Sentinel Q
Home of News, Politics & Opinion

Kamala Harris, the woman
who could be president
thanks to W|II|e

/ M. Dowling - rch 4, 2021

0 00O

As Joe Biden falters due to his mentally

deteriorating state, it looks like the woman who
got 0% in her own presidential campaign, could
become president. She would be the first woman,
the first woman of color, the first descended from
slave owners, the first who slept her way to the

top.




History repeats,
especially on the far
right.

the post kamala the did not quite sleep
no , i think , they meant here

Exam ]'e # 1 = a very public escort and for california democrat kingmaker

Willie Brown and s s g a | %5
hypersexualization SR and tha < 2




History repeats,
especially on the far
right

Example #2: “Harris-
Biden”
administration and
unfeminine ambitie

Kamala Harris
Admits Master Plan

By Tiffany Layne - September 15, 2020

Since day one, our team has

speculated that Biden’s campaign is

aruse. The real goal is to get Kamala
Harris elected as the first black, or
sort of black, female president of the
United States.




History repeats,
especially on the far
right
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CaCk].].ng and attendant to this vile , cackling potentially being one embolism

vilification




Meanwhile, on the left...

= VOGLE  ooner
Kamala Harris’s
Vogue Cover Is a
Tribute to Her
Sorority Days

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




Coverage of Harris is especially
intense on the partisan extremes.

Mostly Republican-shared sources
focus on narratives not covered in
other quintiles.

Emerging gendered narrative about
fashion as a political statement of
empowerment, identify, and affiliation
(ie. not just the male gaze).



